
GOLD STANDARD – SOLUTION

CRUMS 2016 — September 24, 2016
Written by: Sara Schulz

Obviously, this isn’t a very good song. The first thing we realize is that the music is actually
made up of short clips form 30 different songs. In order, they are:

1. Red Red Wine (UB40)
2. White Houses (Vanessa Carlton)
3. Lady in Red (Chris de Burgh)
4. The Red Shoes (Kate Bush)
5. Yellow Flicker Beat (Lorde)
6. Greensleeves (Blackmore’s Night)
7. Green Grass and High Tides (The Outlaws)
8. Snow White Queen (Evanescence)
9. Green Onions (Booker T & the MG’s)

10. Blue Lips (Regina Spektor)
11. Yellow (Coldplay)
12. Red Herring (Kris Delmhorst)
13. That Green Gentleman

(Panic at the Disco)
14. White Wedding (Billy Idol)
15. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer

(Burl Ives)

16. Bein’ Green (Kermit the Frog)
17. White Coats (Zedd ft. Foxes)
18. Orange Crush (REM)
19. Blue (Eiffel 65)
20. White Room (Cream)
21. Red Solo Cup (Toby Keith)
22. The Village Green Preservation Society

(The Kinks)
23. Big Yellow Taxi (Joni Mitchell)
24. Rose Red (Emilie Autumn)
25. Blue Jeans (Lana del Rey)
26. Goodbye Yellow Brick Road (Elton John)
27. Redneck Woman (Gretchen Wilson)
28. Supermassive Black Hole (Muse)
29. Double Yellow Lines (Sirah)
30. Red (Taylor Swift)

It quickly becomes apparent that each of the song titles includes the name of a color (red, white,
yellow, green, blue, orange, or black). The other important piece of information is that the length
of each clip (in seconds) is an integer between one and five, and the lengths always appear in groups
of three. If we assume that consecutive songs with the same length should go together, we can
regroup the list of colors like so:

(1-3) Red/White/Red
(4-6) Red/Yellow/Green
(7-9) Green/White/Green

(10-12) Blue/Yellow/Red
(13-15) Green/White/Red

(16-18) Green/White/Orange
(19-21) Blue/White/Red
(22-24) Green/Yellow/Red
(25-27) Blue/Yellow/Red
(28-30) Black/Yellow/Red

At this point, we should recognize some of the above combinations of colors for what they are
– flags. Specifically, each set of three colors corresponds to a country for which the flag is made
up of three vertical stripes (and no other adornments). The above list of colors now becomes the
following list of flags:
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a. Peru
b. Guinea
c. Nigeria
d. Romania
e. Italy

f. Ireland
g. France
h. Mali
i. Chad
j. Belgium

All that remains is to index into the name of each country based on the number of seconds each
of the constituent song clips plays for. From there we get the phrase PIRATE FLAG, which clues
the final answer, JOLLY ROGER.

CONSTRUCTION NOTES

This was the second puzzle written for the hunt (and the last written before the meta came
into existence). Alex was hard at work on RE:Morsels, and I wanted to write something as well.
Inspiration struck in the best of all think tanks, the shower, in which I was having a great time
singing Yellow Flicker Beat into a bottle of shampoo. I thought about the sheer number of songs
with colors in the title, and how it would probably make a really good identification puzzle.

For an extract, my mind immediately went to using letters from tricolor flags, as they’re both
recognizable and come in many different colors. Initially, I had wanted to use DRAGON FLAG
as the clue phrase, which would have been possible with a slightly different mix of countries, but
it turns out that both Bhutan and Wales have flags with dragons on them, and I was worried it
might be ambiguous.

One of the most interesting elements of constructing this puzzle was determining which songs
could be identified based on one second of music. I was worried that it would be almost impossible,
but I’m happy with the list I came up with.

It also turns out that there are a lot of flags that are at least partially red. I tried to stick to
well-known songs (or at least songs that I know well), but I had to do more research for this color
than for every other, as evidenced by the appearance of the only two country songs in the puzzle.1

1And Red Herring, which was selected for having funny lyrics.
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